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The book is published in conjunction
with the exhibition “Haifa Encounters:
Arab-Jewish Architectural Collaboration
during the British Mandate”
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The film Haifa — Past, Present, Future:

Amos Gitai in Conversation with Waleed Karkabi
(from the television series Israeli Architecture, 2012):
Production: Hamon Productions in collaboration
with the Israel Educational Television (IETV);
editing: Yuval Or, Dan Tapuach, Isabelle Ingold;
reading: Yael Abecassis; series editor: Mira Baum;
written and directed by Amos Gitai
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Arabic translation: Sharbel Abboud,
Roaa Translation and Publishing Ltd.
Scans and digital processing: Omri Adar,
Tom Kuris — Michael Gordon Studio

On the cover:

Haifa and its environs during the construction

of a new breakwater at the Port of Haifa, ca.1930
(photo: Eric Matson, Matson Photograph Collection,
Library of Congress, Washington DC)

All documents and blueprints are courtesy
of the Central Archive at the Haifa Municipality
Engineering Administration, unless otherwise indicated
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Letter from Shafik Sarakbi to Ouigen (Al (8 ) Gad s Ul OTAM™MY 1P prIEw N1
Haifa’s city engineer (Hebrew (L ‘,:Ja..‘gi 5 Tosally) L Tuly L1941 ,(M923K1 N2MY) 191 i
and Arabic), 1941, regarding 58 Ll dlaa) (o guads VA EN N177T M2 YW N 1ava
the neglect of the apartment gold TS Yooy L 34 1"p770 212 DPONT
and commercial building on Y& S s
34 Syrkin St.




((é‘)“u)fs‘)‘a_\]‘ ;I)JQAU_‘.GMEIJ ‘CAA.J‘ peo
el e Jsmoail wolat, s sdigsb oo
salaaiil e gaanse Jolaae il eSSl
Sle ol Ll Sy (Lt QLS pauss e
Looadl (N daa 3l e s gae s b fgaill 5y 5a3
Bad asl ol () dea il e 1, lasu
ST Ll G Bl AN £ IS gl s
Erobanll il sl s s 531 aan 1 S8
LS. o) a8 Sue Ll | 3o d8 (il o yaii il
iy 5 Ll Guaige asad (o Sl Gallay o 455
coaoall 138 Jal oo Laa ¥ UL 35 WS le) e

Len a5

@lua pugele

‘ami&d’m :é)hu JEYREV'IY
ool slia o 9o Aot 3510l Baa Ll
L laall Lusigll

Ghge oo Salh LdEn of Gaoall LS S
K5 e abally gl B 535 @ (Jiwsd
Saall Gy (st andge @oleall Gusil
Cisll as “LalSS 3 LS, L Ll e sla
il el e Gl SH i US5La il S
@ plab s 3 gaium (o5 Sl ol (g5 Land
8 IS G ¥ LLle oy toadl 3 acl
Sacleadl e lin Duld Tl Luigl Lpe

La 5033 3l

oudll

S sl el Gaall it o G
S SVRTE ST gl o ge Bate
L2 5% T el i b il 03] o
axd 13 Ll 55 e (5l walS e o 5
! 590 Juste
fond Lilaa g Land o jme o U S SIS
Sl S By gilh ¢ LLd pa
i 5,085 e s 5in o Lily (ol
2ol (B0 aldll goa Lo sa laay Lail ((Kas
G ol il pdall Jarll S5 S gall L J3Y)
Jaidl coa gl glos sige (Jalll gl
Al palads Ylaw o Jhalop s e
Uylas o LA s ginl Ll Lowlill by <)
sl Lo als 30 Leal] Tl Jlae¥) J205
sl gl 530 Lo gLt ) (il aia Ll
QAL laall juae (e 1 bl Dllaa &3
/ sl
ey (2SS wly a0k Lalel gl (2 ,all 3
DS L ¢ b o Sel diny 80 § i,
o a5 Esle calS 30 S50l G
Conialeiald Cp el g s olens Grwdige
e A Llea e W Bl sda 23S
b allasdl Ol 8558 LAl G 4asl AL
Tes JIA o alun By L, ¥, LS
g de I ZAIL T land) oSl
1, b ol S35 s Lo Ly

oo G lpall e a8 LS LAY
Sonally Jolall alsa ¥l e L) Y g
Taaa )

e 2SS wly paoall a8 Kl o 34

sl caaill Lad ol ool fsaih,
Ol sl Ul Ol Dored el S5
s s g3l o 58 3 g 5 Jandl i |y L

TN oYY nmwh ounant Sy omay Sawb
NMORTT WM YT T 9Ky ounnm Sy
DITIRYNYT D121 935 1in poa% w5 nbn
YN MYIRD WMDW DM 0193 NG Sw
TS wn o nNpbrmS nam TTn
7MYY Opnan Dpnon 1% IPIRWIW TwRA

71972 X120 19K 53 5y o1vnn

XN 0Ny

0700 312 50K
27717 IRN7 M IR 5w YT wRa
m5aIxS

SSUWN TwnS MY DWpan TN MIYIR
atyn Dmwam 0mIbyn umwnd  Tmynw
INPP TRYI0 NP7 50wl wn 931K 120
1Y POMw SRR RI9KY ;TIMnom menww
1792 5XMK Ma 937K MR Swo11ar nK
MM IR T IpANA AYMDW Jav

.ony 5y 19 Ny SwomoTamt Ymamma

71T nnNb

DWADR” FIOTYNT DX MRS DMnRw MK
.M5237TRY 2717171 1RN7 171 TIRTINRA “01RDIN

M P 1NYYY N PIRTINT Nnpn oy
W MM DA 7T wrw N1unITn Msnyn v
J1a

25017010 Y YA pa IR Mavit 7oT
MMPNTW 0I0AM 0TI NIYDIRK DLW KT
D MWK MY 5K Lan Da 12 wr ax nava
Sw 5yI8% AwTpITW AMMeT NOMYN N
AORIT T2 TTIW AN IRNTA 1L MIANT AN
13712075 117071 D3 X N127997Y0™T 121 M M
17 12 5w R Sw niva1TRa M TnNa
MPYDNOR ¥ ™M MYy YW Tam DHyIna mmw
.NNMKY MY37MIR YW TN pri muws Yw

Y1 12370 91 DYr1e 1manbw 1oyna
1"Ommw onw SwoTpAm MIRYIN AN210MM
MMWPNTW MM DDA MR PN
.017O%D M DT D9OMIN 2 Fea
LTI 112N M9KTT 137182 0B 19X DIoMn”
30777 M2 WM LTI YW KW yunw
D1Y31MTIXR DWPTND YW TIWA whnnm 407
Rapitiybal

DMp NLLIWR DAY NUNANTT (R DA
M0 15K Sw NPTIny NnyoikS oy
127D N3WI 17T T2 5w non Inn

51 IomvnT MRS mmiad My
YR PO9MR TWY 10210Ma vl 1a7d
ONIM TOK TWwnw pupw vy PN
775 ,0%% Nayn T TIRY!mA WTow mnn
myym 5y S10MK 7YY w12 M
Mo Sy T S5xombS  mmin .nmn
Sy o NS5 mawma b Tmn b
;OOPLIT NA™MY Yy T MDTY NEDT 2WW



i ol

Llad] ye

e s B e sm el g3 5 sn 3o s 3] i
2~ aosmad ¢ olid el Ge (aaly Jssills) Ol s s
et g A 5ST g agS s e Lia g g0ls oo sl Cpdll(JUas¥

i sl 5L 03 (4658 ) baids

5 o 53 Ui (5 853 sl sl 6 1 5L 55
ste Gl s Gl o Lol s 5. Jo S s s e agSls s
s Lele Glas sl S Al el 0 g5 — ool s bbb Je Ll
LIS 5 e Ll s gl im LS LSRN pSIS i 55 5 (05 Abne
s 4SS L oL ™o i OIS gl cesall i S Gl oS
Saodn JS £ s e mnd b g dsly s al e 15U oW

59 Mg gaallally slin e slladn ol g 5Ll 138 5
o ol o gl U3l 5] Jas LS syl Zalll ) diam 3 oG5 Ll
£ oL e i oo Lo i e Diall sia 8 L8 all Ly yall Lol
— Jamd elll] e — 4o sl el s 5L s £ 5L S alil
roe b a5 Vs Lk g ola - Slaatlwus o Thas o]
clielalh B gl i sn Bl ool pas¥1 € & e ol
o sl s ol i3 Sy SY s 591 LasSlS sl § gl &yl
ol (e d G Ol 99 58138 5Y o o el &y Sl
T Lle Luba, ilasal

538 cLgd ol s any 51 Lo sl o Lapal Lol e 1530013 1
o g 3 s oL ol I3 e a5 Ldais ol Lo
Loyl il o s (il 5L) Wil s s 5301 ¢ 5L
U5t L 5al ¥ o sl o B8 se Lo Ly slism Lo ) L Zagadl
Zon OF b €8 aas¥) 20 13l el sa s m 5 g8 byl S
| s el s a3l aa¥hy aals e Jual g 5L sl 155 - L
s IO sy i 51 50 e paamll 5L 4o Lol
L] aoadl g L el 3 &8 ol & sliaall Lo all oy sugm ABle

e A L) Tl A ) S AL
L5 Uiy ol e LU 5,008 5L 6155 Lo ) 000 25 Liat s
L5 il Ut gL 1) s ssepds LS — dia Lisa
Jutl s g oLy (abeall gl Ladigs sl s Lol Ko — L 5o
Al (0 i) 3l i a3 Lo I (8 mmlill 515 s LU

BIRRRIS SN PNy
Y ‘LA:.;‘).:;.:\.\JA.H.@);
oYY e

22130 Hinx

M0 AR 7NN

550w 2T 70N 2D M L Tnw WA N NNy
NI MNSWR NAKA T DAIWRIT DT DomT 1A
AW NN [TV T 2T YW 1TNITIm 1N 217 51091 MWK
NAX P27 NN 7251 192K LTI M MY /0N M
,0%VaWw popiT T257m1 7T 1T 2T KD IMNBAaw MTan manm
M IR OIVY 1T 19101 - VWY T 1T YW porpi
2291 M99 VA HBW POTPIT MNEA TTH T W — 0NN
21213 DY TNAN?T M ,7272°7 K AX AR” AR

1R IR 13% .N7nva by b onmT 2% kR
MR WYW 1M KOW ,N127Y5 12705, N1TIvoT M2on ,0INen
1MW R DMK 130NW | 7WA 0T 0Ty NN 13002 DT
AT SR 29 T (NY) TIYRITOR 2 AW .0nIK
239 [T, NMRAMT D237 NIAN Nsa ,50mD oni 1311
LTI D5WiT 2172 11D ,0WiT AN NNYAW KOX 191 NN
WIIBW ,71IRDTA NRAWTY IIRY wawm 11pY 131y 23033
AT IRAYIT YINT DRI INp DOva T AR %0 Sw ok
7129 NI2RN 19 WW My IRTTT KT T 121w N1 130
[..] .7NIDIMR” MIRIPI [T OIR1T NRDMAY

NAMIRA XY M7, 0NIK 1990 K21 DT 120w Y 1w oxl
9N T RITW (1Y) Swnb 1Y 23T 2T Y 3 Tn
LY NRBwn 0w Sy 93 Kpa 115K 2 YA 200 DR NNwpni
133 101 RS ,DW DR W KD O WA TP Ty anewn
KIOAW 720w WM 7 119171 1K 11172 9K eoprwS
[..] T TIIIYY NAK 1Y NINa% 79011 721 .2WN D3 W owi

TV TTIIRNT PphY 1970YTI MFARA 1ITTW N1 DAY
719 Sw NMSLNTL YUY Y 9P YW IRy KO TImwn
TR 1AWIN DK 1077W) “D771277 200 NRIYa , NInnn oMM nby
A(N1¥1 2171 01185) T2 SRWT 2 (QIVK0 IR TTmw
77a DA AN PPl .Own RS (POw” 0nak) 1o Wi Ty
0719%) “pATT” 110NN TIHW DNAMNA IRYT TIVWRT WAK NN
K21 .K2517T ppHa MM TTTIMI772 210 5K (70501 pr1 IR
Vab Sy iy oIt Kow Ty, mineaT e

,ITT0/ AR 1m0 SmR
OXPW VAKX :N7T27YNA DAN
(1988 , 721y DY :271aK-5N)
.44-38 'ny



NTTIT-NTY NW927TK Monmw
W12 LTIAT NBIPNA

3731V7117 1TYI 12370 10

72T NYWKRA

MWAWN N30 NPT T3 P Puowa inTn 5%ma 176172
"5K”) APV B DR MIWOR TART RITAT 0OWT oA 593
DTNBYT PIDWA L(ITTTTATORY) AW Y Tmpna opm (Apiny
R¥YN KT .07 T 712 MM YT Dpna omit p Sy Snnon Sw
JIDYN WK 12V 1N77Y MW 0T 5y i Sy i oipia minam
777 5K 17181 29Y1mA RS, DMYW AW 21 0 AP wnT v
T AVWA T 037 SV LT 13y 9K MDY Mma uwim e
Sy pw “DSwi ayan” BRYD-IK ‘A712 131 DT 119 ] Sw
YA Myw NTwn

AMDIT MINNA 19 YW TTRYn pINnm 2Ny nobwi mowa
TODANMW MITMYIAT MYYHTPm OMBTIRT DWIY™MT WK NN
WA MOW 501 7D WIBM0PT MDIK NR 1MWV 101530 1A
n%0n 5w annbwim ,01mnan 01M%5nua MY Inamm 0137
TTIAMNT PV INRY 9M DK 1357 ,190571 NN N30T
M98 DWPTID Y IRT YAYT pwnTy 9072 TbnRa DnRwnn
MK W WP DK %VIM 0727 02 DTN 1w

TIRTM YONWAW ATIK AN ANDBNT CIWNT Wi 210
27YNnTI9YA 0793702 IR TV MOTRTOIT TTTOR TR T
TR MINVTT 017 TV AT APYna ooana onm 0N ma
191172 .(OXAY 2IMM2) NIYI N1 0 (PR090 T3) DT P10Ln
071 YA (@I 5T 20 270) 51150 031 5y oSwa 1ao
I mawmn MwyS woin

A9K 247 FDITA A1 TV LT NDIPN NTWKRIA 191872
M9 mawnn mMeSnmm Dnx .o 0mn 3,500 ,07wIn
TN AMIT TR UM 5w %M 13910 TN N i
777 DIPTMNT DIMLWT 172% 171U DR N3%HA 112 NWwpn TN
TN T A9 LTI DAY DWW pINIT [Tl 119100 Ama
M YW nInnbnm A

Blos a8 LA diatll Ly e pladils el Blati ell3 sl 5 Ls
((L%..\Lu.n ‘:;l::.‘.u\g al:m ruLnJ:Q) «dl..'J.A» QJLA.L E;JLLL‘ ‘xAJSJ.A Y (L).u:t.!".s.“
..\:QJ (;__\:s%.aj‘ {;lAJJ)‘}“ |AA U_LC. |‘993.§33.‘ ((‘JJ.@:\ ‘)L} st“)_ua‘;)) C‘)LJJ u_“;
oYl aga e it S Yoo Whee fa S Wi a8 L3
G



]2720 NAMNDNM DM 0TI Sw NIpnm MTDINT NYpo
W DML TIORT PN NN L(MaTwSY 1aonS mvyi)
111007799 IRTTIVONT YT SWoanewn i T S
SM921TIR MDY At Sy NwTinn mawnS onnd amwy
NMATN 0MIKY 12 DWMY DTTD DMLY YW N1AvYT Naa
M931IR NIANY MyTININT DOwHRA KYT 3 N2 WA mnm
2 P09 N TIpn ARNY 407 307 NAWA [NWROW MTmpn

JA17TI7 Y7 N5 WHRW T

B2 N2y 77720 nNannbnn

Y¥nN1 "33 pnon Snmoaem SwonmbamaRa nannma wn
mMnIn% yim 5K N1aayn roooINT NKYY 0Ina 197 IR
9175 N1TINY DA AW YT ADWA [OW W VO LpINYE i
DTTA0NA TN MMAY M0 YA 0Py DA w1
TYIIT YA, NMo0mT TM0I9IRT YW Tanm T MToma
TTIAMM M NITOMY NP0 WA 217N (DMIRIDTONK NN
TV MAINY PInn SR ARYNT DY DTV DOV TN Sw
nrY7 Opan NyS T Mm% X ToI9ING nsnT L pinvi
MDY :DAWANT XYM 19 Apva 1117 191w 0 nn Mnow Sw
TINTIA (IRP29K TIK) T077M2 — NAYa5 77 1173 .17 ombomnn
N127021 (Uw [IM) Y1P779K TIRA L D1NTT Y105 7T wa 219K0
TINT NIDWA 01071 TINRTIA — 27V DMVIT NINSWI 1w 1IN
W) SXma TINTIA 19 2 KD (15K 21 Swonanynn youpa)
.N237i7 708% TIYA1 18T ORIV MM (O

MW RIS T Yom N Swontont T o1
D512 DITBRNT TARS T L(TNWwYH 111293 ,711703) A
NI TDIMA 102NN AR 13 TpRw 0TMunam 1 Sw
279KD TIRT NDWA PrIY 1IN1IW T3 NTIRWA DY T oTab
(PRI1M) TTTOONT N NRAT (ADNMAW) ARINYA W Dnna
SW N7 ('MNWpiT N1 M2 YITET) IR Nswn SwoaKnm
DR SW Aanm 1w ((TwRDTOR nm) 579n5K mwKs 1bhuomn
NIIMIRG MIRNATT (44 J1Y~NW O17T) TIVIVO 1M TOYNA 519 15K
N%IMN NRAMYT TDPNT oW 12w A XY A anme
XN N2 0mam - Y7050 1 WA Kivab aweR TuTan vt
31227 212 15T an N1 20K nYyma

2571 1K1 KN N2 Sy

P 0 mbw N PIRTA
,Knin n'a Ty n
,07K7211 N1%yn
DTINKR MMWS TN
.2010 ,7197T N1Mya

5T IR 5 7an N Sy
1Inw apo mTn
219 3% 77an neoa
MY T, A

.2011 ,iTBT N177wa DINKR

2

TIL™MA DY DM DR WP (193372 DPITW) 11TINAm DI SNl
2T Ny A0S i R TWwp pryi N0 193K ,0Mm 17anna
NIMNR .pwnT P117391 121N D IRY MNnaw 5man mYon nwad
TIOR ,(777TP) MPTIBK :NWAT wiPWS N1237 IRY? MMM Na3T
NMIm PP 1M Nnpi D1 73 Sy (51100IK) DI (PwnaT)
TTMTMIpA MWYN 1Y I DK 1D5W Pty [1IDYN DDHIT Y
JIRNYY 71511 MANTYY N DM LR

75 AIWRAT IRNRT N3N 5w NI DK M6 X 00an
237570 NTTINAYT NMATIKT TMANBNAY 010 anMTw 192172
WA ARNR N710IN LTI ML 13T 193471 13 10N
NX Nwnwn 11 OKN7R NN 191N YW A9 TThyn DX epww
01T TV A 11N

772 YL NTLTIRA DN YW YR KT MmN vpa Sy
D1WOYD 01y O A phon MrTHI™IR wasn M manwn
ARDTIT AN DAL 1IN 0T PI0Y DT 0i9aTIRS
M%3m% ,NINANT Y AKX DNT P DY L TIDnT MIp RS
"NDIYT 971132 DMIT NWAD P TV 0KV NIDW 7yma Snnom T
MY37IR NyYS RIATTA0T I AT wasn AwnT N
DM DOOMIR YDy 1IN NTTINT IRDINTNY
D25 DPOY WIANKYT DMMIPR DAWOYH DM MAVA TIDINN
DTMMIM Wi vy 20yn’ Mt NDynT mYaT™ax - 0ol
MY37IX , 0117 TN 0IVID DY DMN0A DWINOK NAYWN DMmIpn
JINONR™ mwn”

TN ADTRAR DA DI D9OMIR WwRn own”
TMIRTIT PO MITIPY DX DR OIKEITW (TR TTU0INK
NNTIPA ARNY 2077 NW VYRR MWRIW AT 70 .MY3MTRA
nowa 5w NWoYITYPND APINK SV NNWIT (11032 piva)
AYY NTPLWIR AT VAN AUIws”  nwoionam mvamIx
JRTTIMWY53 7KDY .N11OT 95 1033 DIIWTH 0NN vt
WIAR MW VYR N120Wn 010y DM YK 01931TK Wwas
NITM N2 NaY WwpmTaw L N1nam 0io31 Hyal 7 7y Swnn
DTMNMWIY MIN02 NRT 931 ,10wh 0 mnrT 21ma) omnnd
937K MTpn

TIYIW DIy 193N D120 VAR DK TpRT AT KRN
DTYIYPRT TN DAY NIMA N VM LTI MM DA
— DI 097N 020V DM DMK [N 2 MpNaw DMuwiaRm
Sy DO1AN TPMNAT Y¥aAnt53MIRI mmTmpY oM namna mpo

NN TMANANT Yy
LTI NBPNA o Sw
TYYTY KD WM
IRNTA 1711 50K
LPVLIDINK 21171
“YIX2 DINTIRA

NY92IRN AN Y Rw

521 :amaK-5n) M M
,MINKRS 272K"7N IR
(2009

1



DIB BADRAN A

TILES FACTORY P :
& ALL KIND OF CEMENT WORKS d‘\:l By il L o '-.*’\“
& MOSAIC PR TR B it S ot

Jaffa Road — HAIFA, (Palestine)
Telephone No. 843

ALY Ol 2 B gold i

(i)
[

=
b000
o’ak_.)wwaf ,»'CZC_//‘ ef(,,‘,,«,,y//

,)wby’ [np/\/(’j/;w{&l’ ,«.u‘ /u> 4)4,‘); ,:M.ayaLf‘
(‘,&ku rdlelsts e plis L
A g

Bebes apencved -
B 1B

Letter from Dib Badran to Haifa’s Lol Guaige (Jl ol oo Ul 7T DTS [NTTA 27T NMab
city engineer (Arabic), 1938, oo sads N AVA (Loally) s 171y ,1938 ,(N1W) 18
regarding the apartment building S (olow8les) L 3885 lee 2172 (JXIT2 N73) NT aa

(Badran House) on 5 Hanezirot St. o Lalllg La 5 NI

A2 PR Na%n i nnarTa 593 97T maan o N
110MX IR/1 TMonY ypop nmp Sw vwa avinwsiyanR ooy
31 55M3 NITbRNn 0MANRT NRP NN DY by T
OIMMIR N9apY MW TNY waww AYp DR Ypn mIR vnm
ML T2 7T MO 55N NMLRIo 1A YW WK N
,MN5m N5 oy mnwp wibw (Trifora) 11570 MND NI NIYY
11MWNna RN DINYY1 NIYAY 01T Sw ombiwa par oinybw
AW ,NTT NoBIN YK AIRIYIT NPT TN 9T WYNART MNen
DTN T LNIA0N AR MDY Pywn pTm vw mb Sy
£ 1RO T 55MT NR 12301 1BLY DMV

W TMANDBNT DY Nunwns aonm Rmon N Sw o mainn
72 (5™ MOMmINAY M IV WIRTWE NDAIM) T3 Na1o10n
W NV AnBwnn YWD MR YN omnrw oy Taa
NuRMYA 91PN N3Ayna D™ ANTA DTN DM
Oy ,20771 fINNY 30771 N1IW NIWRN 2077 NIW {1031 0TI Nopnd
OO NM DT WIRWIT ANWT LNV MAAn YW tniooanit
7T 0 1990w, DM NAbwRTIY 01y N1TT 1371331 Y

MNP YAIK TV DPNW 12 101 1997 01T DT 172 210
523 PAX T PONTY TN DU YT 2730 110N M
;DI NI 101979 TP 21129 NNAYA Wi nYhn oy Y
1R MINYA B0 DT N 5K NYm mpm 3% ompw
;019773 0TI AW TV YVAIR IR 103 121390 1T L0TNA
7712 MLIWA WIWiT .Y 771 200 TV 15073 Sw 5910 v mowa
N1pN N2IBY MITNPM MNWpT MnSYIiTS KA 0wen 0NNl
N1 11pnn91 107D MY WnWww [ DImLY DA MMuY My
T2 123 12 DM 01pnd Apya R 0K

DY NMLNMDO YA AANDNT N0 NI MR
NIWAT “D937TR K99 MI%I™MAIR” 17D - [X119T N7 Sw 0T o3
,072) ,0INN0 0K DWW Vivpn 1Hva Swoouwman 1om Sy
DT 0117702 2037 YIYPIT 15V 11 2T )INTWw Ty 07300
2071 NW {I02 N1 MR N1931TR N197K DA DMWY
NX WaWw 07y 0Y931™TX D3 DN 0131 3077 MW NIWKR
N7 MI%37TRT MPIY DK DW 1280 27103 N9371RT onYown
D717 719 1AW 07713 MU YT OMIK IR NMIRDIan
(VD122 T5W) MANDIA YK (TP ThOW) DIRD TANK

R IRMST N Sy 4
27T N7 ,0P10 110

SUTinn 1y AORWIVINGT

(1998 N2NXT) 90,717 NP
.68-53 "Ny



,"NBAYT 911571 YW AWK 21M12 Now MOM wbw 110N 1937-1934
DMy MAbwnY L (PoITIIWY M DINT) DTN AYVD T
RIMY 193572 JIONW 7M1 12707 DYIDWH WY DIVIVDLIND
NI 9T W oW TN 25 p0AIMIIWY 1IN MY (')
MNAAD [ A0 721 AAYYA 50w Ny T 193 .0 D)
MBI IR DDA MIMAANT MINWRT .OMANY! onham Tl
D217BRN1 YW 2157WA TN 7T IR MM IR A9 1PV ]AR2 NN
DT T 5w iR 1192 N NRIPh NnatT 0TIt anyn
SINW NNPATTA 5T Mpyml  NMAT (n Mu2ian mbnynm mosnn
(27 .on) 757 193672 SVWNA 112 MBOY AP NMAOWA AT SV 2
Dw N112% 5Mm 1938711 ,7DIVDLINGD IV LDW 11N DM’A NNbwnS
“IX T2 MMM DY 71030 X 70 DK NN23Y (29 .01) NaDI A9M
M5 779pI SLWNA .NBMWNRT AV NPOSIY K1 YIvna pin
YY1 ANNnSWwm 11730 TR A9 DR QWY 2770 whnn
TIW DM OMNAW (Borra) 112 1ARATA PHLIRT 53R 1Oy
0179173 S1awa NN WA LRI 11190 917% YINa

DIWDH TP 1A T 50000 Yy Svwna maw 550 nbmin
Dayn LmMOXI OTPONIYPID DMWY DMND DY DWIWIPR ovpn
Mn5na 01a%1 09191715 OV 017 TIN DM MMWY [, N1057m]
DITIDWT DINNI07 AR T2 111 TN R — N0Tn n
MND) “DONRDIR” (VY121 DA DIDOM) "1’ NNHATT Ny 1aa
(MITIPA NIV [TV M) “avm (Y

DIRYN1 D120V 0mrS LY AW D1W/O1 DI/MWN DIWPMIID
(MY MW 015 T 77T 72,5900 1NTHAw XAy Nnowa

NIVIVOLINY NTIVINT TV N Doy HoTs
TAY1 N1 IRPTIANT DO N1 T .Dynswa
TANNM 192072 V™M KAV YW DMYIDT Npoama
maoT mwna mmwn nomn npbrm wrad
TWwn MNDY 0Whwn NS DHWT 192571 NWan
D1170OYDT DOVIDT TRIRD YY1 WNW AWIWN IRNYY
7M1 5113 DI0MIINT DDA WX Ty (192871 Snn
TIDIT NK KY? 194871 .7197M2 IKLO Yy19p Sw 1Oyan
1152 Ty 09N MoK aw X7

TV VMAT LTI M VLW - ranEn S
D3 TR Y2%pn W (DYNBwn TIpna) TDIoLII
ANWP3A .DMYNA INALDWN DY 1w 194872 .0 SV
W3 MM TTOY NN 194971 190 Y
./DTpDI 1021”7 71T NDWwNA

Y93 T — (1964-1886) HLWAA (DMM) Mwn SaMR
DIYRIT NNIRA 193372 71905 M2 MM annnw
oy mnl .DwIpIaa AW TIWN 1MINRND IR
5V Amm owbwnm 0w51an 0TI 09IMIRA
4071 30771 NIWA YINA 1T Amnn Swoann
0737 117121 QW MY AR 119N 2070 RnY
N7,n185%N PW M IpYa YT L5 1anna 0
21712) (W Y103 0% N (G 2m3) Trwynn
JARK 111132 2%W R MIRDINAT 1102 pAT .(1BRN
O1p MRS MKV T TmETaw [ D 01723
YT 9T DR DT TTNIMPY Nwdl oyl marTnan

SHvows Swormpn
TP Y1 AWYW ARDMT [T Y - MBOY (VA) KR
190272 7971 .00 DY DM 1M MO YW

nIIKYI7a ApTLPIBEY NIMIpN APILINIIN

D7M1R IR 57137 2T oW WA mnyS Snn 200w nwxaa
TTMNR NAKD NPT NN TM0IDINT DK DWW aMvn
oM MM 7IRS APWa DTNa DR N3% 1M Naavn asnpn
270 (91 YYM Mav LYY M1 RI0T[AR OIRTNT MW
,071751Y 7YX 7YY YK 177NT DW) N7RAT TAwINIR1 OXAY 2
91T W MIAMINT DY L3070 NUwA (DA 0T 0y
91V §INWY YY) DOANT ,MINTDT NBIINT TNMDI1231K "MyRwn
IR FIBININN WY 0TI 01937 0130y 0 172 195X
yma 15ye A9K DIWOINTIN D9IMIR MIRDIIAT N0 NK DK
N1y mimswn Smawa avpwi® n1arT 11721 Nwab mYM 1ona
,OKAY N1OW1A 51130 777 N1aw 9w NInnnT WA - N1Tm
JAWNTT P01 MDY Y03
ATRANT NN VIR P 193372 Tana Pdwd owvkam nnby
,NMLTINN TIINWYHY TNA701MY 113030 WA 010 DT DTN
M3 - {192 AYIYpR 10 DW 1Hya O 0Y93TTX D) oA
Mpy Sw oniw S 01myn DININ 9K 01997TK IRV - 31K N3
moomlnT MwTIn Nadw Dpd T A KD 1100
D™MYIT 11307 3w AX"N1IINY ORNTA 19 7m a0 5y jnmbwa
,1919-2072 IINRY 517077 11,5103 D) o prvd wIpon
TNR WM (1922-237 0 M0K DMWY /DTIRT Y0007 1R
NI MNDWwA MIRDIAN 100 NBY RRIRp T IR
NPT MNAwR 5K oA A%Aon Dmwn Ynnan KA mwnn
1123 DWIN DR YW DDA 113, MIATNIY/m Nty N
ANIWNAT N1A7TRT 970 D19IK 7170 N8 NPT — NN N1nyn
TN N19mIN YW Ny 52 N pa mv1am nan NrT niobhan
137 MIRRAT TV DA 5y (iva mSnb AR Ty nnaonn
DMNPY Y1737 TNAW DXAY NIDWA NIRYAL T 2371V 17713 1105
2IMMAw 15TAn N2 L,K\IN NNSWNR N2 yapn D) DN NYyn
TR NNOWA 131 (XID[ART I OM MM pIT (O 1N 11
I NApAw (DY) SR
D721V 0717 172% 1D KYM1 0TI 0993777TK 172 12158 )Inw
I QN1 0BT DWABNT AR L3077 MW Y¥nKa opaiy Snn
NN LYK MINBwA (5 SvwAa (0Mm) awn 537MIRT A
DLW Sw IMypnwT Oy XV X1Tp DK1Y 1Y 170,100y
D1WA DMV MW WY AR 1 1mImpY 2 193372 19Ma



‘Guarantee for Mr...

‘Guarantor's Name . ___ % 4 iz
(in block letters)

.93 M3y
i 4 s

The Palestine Electric Corp. Ltd.

Gentlemen,
In Consideration of your having
agreed to supply electricity to Mr,

... in accordance

with his apphcahon dated. ,?[7 f]
I (wo) agree (j

maze—than—emep to guarantee and be re-
sponsible to you for the amount in respect
of electricity that you may supply and
for the payment for all such services
as you may render in accordance with
the said application and with the terms
aud conditions of the General Conditions
relating to the supply of electricity by
your Corporation which shall be issued
from time to time by your Corporation.

2. This guarantee shall be a continuing
guarantee and my (ows} liability under
it shall not be affected by the acceptance
of promissory notes or by any extension
of time being given or other indulgence
granted fo the said Mr.
nor shall it be determined in any
way prejudiced by any change in the
constitution of your Corporation,

3. T (wa) reserve the right for myself
(owssaluas) or my {esd- personal repre-
sentatives by two months' prior notice
in \vnlmg to revoke this guarantee
at any to all future dealings
by Mr,
with you after
notice.

4. 1 ey hereby waive and agree to
dispense with all official or notarial
notice in relation to any matter arising
under or in relation to this guarantee.

5. The entries in the Corporation’s
books or accounts and records shall in
all cases of dispute be admissible and
conclusive evidence of the state of ac-
count between Mr. ng

and your Corporation and anybther facts
recorded therein.

6. VEN U E: Magistraie’s Court or

District Court of Haifa as the case
may require.

Yours faithfully,

Signature of Guarantor(s)
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Letter from Hanna (John) Asfur
to the Electric Company, 1937,
regarding the building on 25
Tchernichovsky (Stella Maris) St.
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Architect Moshe Gerstel, Hanna
Asfur House (The Officers’

Club) on 25 Tchernichovsky
(Stella Maris) St., 1935: above —
photograph from 1950s (estate of
Moshe Gerstel); below — Leopold
Gerstel, perspective drawing
(courtesy of the Gerstel family)
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Architect Moshe Gerstel,

Hanna Asfur House (The Officers’
Club) on 25 Tchernichovsky
(Stella Maris) St., 1935: calculations
of areas

Signature of architect
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Architect Moshe Gerstel, apartment
building (Suliman Katran House)
on 66 Hativat Golani (Nazareth)

St., 1946: photograph from the late
1940s (estate of Moshe Gerstel)

cié il ge (solead) Guaigl) N7 1 Sowns wn 931X

Olaalis 8 5lac) u.sw 38a Ll N2TLM 212 (JXILP 127910 N1)

SYse Ldapla 3 (oloks NID2 7INTN 1946 ,66 (NIYI) 1191

O eV AENAT (3 alill) (Guwna mwn 1Y) 407 MW
s I5) Lum YA
(i

MY NMYA DIDAR MW NASWwn AT YW omymiampn 34 0
JAK TN AWM CwonY) 17TV AR ML DAX  MAmn neap
713912 KT X ,NM1785N PIw 194072 TP T 177125 71m02 (“Ta1w”) DA
TA NP YAIR J2 M9TT 72 03 Suwna 1330 oM onika Sowns
97awa (66 711911 NAIVM DIFT) NIYN P NI N1, NNNNT
AT 5V 1A NY1InD 21%wa Snyn 1 N - [RAup Tt o
“TAVI” T12IVA 1IANW JAR NINTA DY, N5 1P DK Tyonm
NPT AT WA RIVP DABwnY Vs 0B Nt - [Ty
(29 MRVAT-MMS 2 D)

Y9p1 T30 MO YINA W DmAw w09 nanbn mn
YW ANTIAYA D3 NINIK DR JNIW N0 Nawny mipnm aan nay
ATV T DIONW 010 DWpMN DY Ay ponnT) Yuwni
1M ,50wna T9IBINTD (NN MAwIna [RIVp 127710 N oA
02w TNINA 7TV 19 10T KY” 1 1801 KT K 931K wn Sw
DM NY12p SmMawa AR Yy19p N2 115N Sy N1nna qnnwit X
11727 ANATYY DM DNINA POMAW KT [K1[OP AR T KD K 01y
¢A719IKY 1AM 1911 /01w YAIK IR WS 9IR L IRPAp YYR o Yy
1w 5w NBOIN TP 2IMMAW 1N A YV MY Yy gR INnp
MW Svwna M9IK2 .OTWYT A w1 31IRY oman N
NN NoounN!a TOYW ,0MY oMK TWwnm Swoorhanonm
SDWNA DWW IRPP ITRD YW pITT DA KYn 1Arya IRnap N
.OM1YAY N13718Ya

SLWNA APITT NWAR NITTTS KIDK 1900 DnyIvpnn omwpn
D72 DWPMIBT 2 JRPYp YW nman 93MTXY anawnt;RY
Yvaw Sw 0muan onnn oa 7Y [RnAp Smwa b Svwna ponw
Oy 5K Ky KY) JIRNWSNI N1WA TA5wWNRT NNTXR Y o
17073 AW (250 Np1onS 159101 NIMAN DY) AYpWTY N 1A
75 [N NN Sw NanT P1on NR Svwna 0hwin aemo yinn
“N13111 MYM12 MW 132 11N TAW 1171271 praya AR 53T
NRSPIT FINIYINMA FpDT0 TN MDY WYY M NI 12701 alp
N7 5w ambw) pavk (vp NWIIN N1 712 15V 191,791 151 RS
N paw NpbiY A N LTI wboY prT L IR[ENpY Y1 Dwnn
1NDIBNA [DIT RYT DM (7T 1N TNATPA) Mp NINvY 107

Sowaa T9DIRTG ‘ae ¢
.2009 ,D™AMMT Oy WA

737 DWH Tnw DM v TOPITINTIRIT 112N SOPITINIRTINT MY DIPDY WIR - INALP 10
JYON2 20T 2V 157N 180 nm% o1 Ty awnn 1948 MK DI IRWI WY S0n 1’poyva o nmwyw
19772 70h] Sw 1NNPI MMM TAX T 195271 17021 DX N

18



Yo

05

ST KSR

R

%

J
‘/_"I»/d./ v

_ LILATID N BiL)
S LU

i i Wt

4

2

-z
P
1

21

PERGQILA

HOUJE (ULEIMAN COTRAN

e

=60

JECTION 1iloq

4 PLAN  Liloo

Architect Moshe Gerstel,
apartment building (Suliman Katran
House) on 66 Hativat Golani
(Nazareth) St., 1946: above —
sections and block plan;

below — floor plan; opposite

page — block plan and location plan
(estate of Moshe Gerstel)
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Karkabi and Adi Roitenberg,
“Arab-Jewish Architectural
Partnership in Haifa during
the Mandate Period”, in:
Mahmoud Yazbak and Yfaat
Weiss (eds.), Haifa Before
and After 1948: Narratives
of a Mixed City (The Hague:
Institute for Historical Justice
and Reconciliation, 2011)
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16th September, 1943.

Mr. Jemil I. Hebiby,
28, Jaffe Roed,
Haif e,

Mm@

b0l
8irp,

Subject :~- Release of cement. /
v/ultimo, I have

In reply to your letter of the 24
to inform you that this Depsrtment’s Building Inspector
celled st your house at 27, S5tells Maris Road, for
inspecting the lesking roof but wass unable to do so, be=-
csuse the access to the roof wes found locked.

Your application for release of cement csn be con-
sidered ouly sfter sn inspection is made.

Kindly let me know when access to the roof is made

available.
’7777)
7’/7'.7/7,3, I neve the honour to be,
¥ Sir,
L Your obedient servent,
M
oD Ny Moy
CITY ENGINEER.
YE/GT.

1D Wi D1 N1ab
21943 12700 Smra vEWS

Letter from Haifa’s city engineer el s Dol uaiges Ul
to Judge Jamil Habibi, 1943, o pumis N AEY una Jsea
regarding the supply of cement for & e Jlach 3ad3) el KPR Y1y DINY NPHOX [11V3
roof repairs on the house on 27 gius&u)_.:‘: gold 8 el mbw 21772 N2 A2 DIpIn
Tchernichovsky (Stella Maris) St. YV (Leole i) 27 (D™NN 7TYVD) POAMTIWY

22



BB QUBD FLDIR

Sy <l R

Sr T NS R AV

300

£go N

O
o

Bt

o R39. .

Architect Edmond Rosenhak, el g 5 gen) (5 olaall Luaigh 777 N7 P TINTR 937X
Dr. Jad Khouri House on 23 & ol P gJ}s;L_; oSl e POAIMIIWL 22 MM IR
Tchernichovsky (Stella Maris) St., VY (Lol i) g&mH_)_hn: N151N :1936 ,23 (01KRNA TYVO)
1936: ground floor plan oY el bha stV AT YpIpn nn1p
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Architect Edmond Rosenhak,
Dr. Jad Khouri House on 23
Tchernichovsky (Stella Maris)
St., 1936: blueprints (from right
to left), above — section C-D,
south-east elevation, south-west
elevation; below — section A-B,
north-west elevation, north-east

elevation
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Architect Haim Hari, Raful Jabour
House on 12 Ze’ev (El-Bashir) St.,
1937: blueprints (from right to
left), above — elevation, section
A-A, roof-room plan, garage plan;
below — elevations
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Location of the Buildings

on a Mandatory Photomap
from 1937
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Katran House, 66 Nazareth
(now Hativat Golani) St.
(map predates construction)
Hadad House, 86 Kings Way
(now Haatzmaut St.)

Salam House, 28 Jaffa St.

Badran House, 5 Hanezirot St.

Karaman-Sarakbi House,

34 Syrkin St. (map predates
construction)

Khayat House, |3 Saint
Luke’s St.

Sahyoun House, 47 Abbas St.
(map predates construction)
Dr. Jad Khouri House,

23 Stella Maris (now
Tchernichovsky) St.

Asfur House, 25 Stella Maris
(now Tchernichovsky) St.

. Jamil Habibi House, 27 Stella

Maris (now Tchernichovsky)
St. (map predates
construction)

. Salma Habibi House, 8

El-Bashir (now Ze’ev) St.
(map predates construction)

. Lammam House, 10 El-Bashir

(now Ze’ev) St. (map predates
construction)

. Raful Jabour House, 12

El-Bashir (now Ze’ev) St.
(map predates construction)
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Moshe Gerstel, Portrait of Taher
Karaman (colored pencils drawing);
estate of Moshe Gerstel
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Letter from Asphalt Co. to Haifa’s
city engineer, 1935, regarding the
apartment and commercial building
on 34 Syrkin St.
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Architect Moshe Gerstel,
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(Karaman-Sarakbi House) on

34 Syrkin St., 1935: perspective
drawing (estate of Moshe Gerstel)
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the commercial building on (OX5D NmM)
28 Jaffa St. (Salam House)

0735 XS0 1 NMn

Haifa’s city engineer, 1947, TWpad ,1947 1911 Wi

asking to remove unsightly
building extensions from
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B. ORELL J. J. ZOHAR, ARCHITECTS,

BOHSSIOR 09T 0 0 BRYIX A

HAIEA "

Haifa, 25, Sept.

To the Municipality of Haifa

TEL. 568 nnbu

ol &) 2 )

PAL!*‘ ¢ of HAIFA

NEE

e /

mmmml

: o nuu-l:ﬁ NAIMON

: 'x ITMENT ;
26 SEPT 4936*

REFLIGD BY s O wcsarmans
] FOLIO -
A

Building Section,

lerewith we beg for a copy of the Building Permit Nr.I655/I487/35
of the Building of Mr., Salim Bey Salam, Jaffaroad, which we need
for Land Register Purposes.

Application of Benjamin Orell
and Yehezkel Zohar Architects
to Haifa’s city engineer, 1935, for
the office building on 28 Jaffa St.

(Salam House)

Vexry truly

7o ~mYITITR TMIT e T 2RTIR 2
B. ORELL J. J. ZOHAR ARCHITECTS HAIFA
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Architect Haim Hari, Aziz Khayat's
House (Customs Authority HQ)
on |3 Saint Saint Luke’s St., 1938:
blueprints (from right to left),
above — first floor plan, ground
floor plan, garage (section A-A and
elevation), locaton plan, block plan;
below — section A-A, elevations
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Application of Dov Morgenstern
and Joseph Givoni Architects to
Haifa’s city engineer, 1937, for the
building on 86 Kings Way
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Architect Dov Morgenstern with
Joseph Givoni, building complex
on 86 Kings Way (Haatzmaut St.),
1937: blueprints (from right to
left), above — section A-A, plan for
floors 3-4-5, plan for floors -2,
ground floor plan, location plan,
block plan; below — east elevation,
west elevation, main elevation

toward Kings Way, section B-B
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The statute on absentee
assets of 1950, ruled
(among other things) that
assets cannot be sold,
although they can be given
to development authorities;
see Yfaat Weiss, Wadi
Salib: The Present Absentee
(Jerusalem & Tel Aviv:
Van-Leer Institute &
Hakibbutz Hameuhad,
2007), pp. 87-89 [Hebrew].

57

abrupt end. From late 1947 until April 1948 these dramatic events

changed the size and national makeup of Haifa’s Arab population,
along with a change in the Arab city’s actual landscape—a stark
expression of the devastation brought upon the traditional-urban
fabric. Destruction of the Old City (which began in July 1948)
severed Haifa’s urban continuum, deconstructing the layout of the
city’s Arab neighborhoods. The physical contacts between Arab
neighborhoods in the city’s east, through to Wadi Salib and the
alleys of the old city, all the way up to the fringes of the western
neighborhoods were permanently cut off.

While active demolition of exclusively Arab neighborhoods was
initiated during and following the war, buildings in neighborhoods on
the seam, as well as those of mixed populace, were left intact. The
buildings deserted by their Arab occupants were swiftly appropriated
by new tenants: local Jewish neighbors, assisted tenants, and new
emigrants moving up from derelict neighborhoods downtown. Thus
the city seam became an indicative dividing line. Early in the 1950s
properties in these neighborhoods were placed in the charge of the
Custodian of Absentee Assets. Abandoned properties were handed
over to the Development Authority,” and housing committees
like Amidar and Shikmona were given properties to manage and
house Jewish tenants. Buildings originally planned for one family
were divided into sub-units that were soon enough fitted with
mismatching components, piping and different devices haphazardly
fixed to their fronts, balconies were closed, service areas altered,
storage units and awnings were set upon roofs and balconies.
The costly maintenance these buildings required was beyond the
fiscal capabilities of the new, mostly poor, tenants crowded hastily
into the apartments. This created a visual discord manifesting the
discrepancy between the low status of the new occupants and the
fine quality of the buildings. Frequent tenant relocation along with
temporary practical and random building alterations soon led to
neglect and physical deterioration.

In recent years the buildings’ physical decline and desertion of
residents has worsened in the neighborhoods on the seam. Those
who can afford it are relocating to the more attractive areas. Many

buildings remain abandoned and in most the top floors remain

10 Sharon Rotbard, White City,

Black City (Tel Aviv: Babel,
2005), p. 15 [Hebrew].

empty. Ground floors serve for commerce, especially in Syrkin
and Yehiel streets, where during the day pavements are packed
with stalls and roads crowded with cars and pedestrians. But at
nightfall the area is left deserted. Most current occupants are of low
socioeconomic status: recent immigrants from the former Soviet
Union—mostly elderly or alone—Arab families from nearby villages
and foreign workers.

As architect Sharon Rotbard states, “The decision whether
to demolish an old structure, erect a new one, or preserve an
existing building determines what is destined for obscurity, what
serves as a reminder, and what is worth keeping in living memory.
There exists a clear and vital bond between the city’s history and
its geography. Thus geography is a historiographical issue. The
city’s geography preserves what history orders it to remember
and erases what it tells it to forget. At times history chooses to
underscore certain chapters of its story, those perceived as worthy
of special attention.” 1o In Haifa, the bond between the geographical-
topographical structure and the physical state of buildings has stood
firmly in favor of the Carmel hillside neighborhoods. Meanwhile
impressive buildings downtown and in neighborhoods on the seam
are condemned to neglect and oblivion; vestiges of a fascinating past

encounter.
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Architect Theodor Menkes,

Salma Habibi House on 8 Ze’ev
(El-Bashir) St., 1938: blueprints
(from right to left), above — section
A-A, section B-B, first floor plan,
basement (ground floor) plan,
block plan, location plan; below

— east elevation, west elevation,
south elevation, north elevation,
section A-A, section B-B
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For more on Orell’s
buildings see Aluf and
Dror Or-Ell, Benjamin Orell,
Architect without Diploma
(Haifa: Authors, 2008)
[Hebrew].

Jaffa St., is a symmetrical four-story office and commerecial building,

incorporating typical International Style features: ribbon windows
stretching across the entire width of each floor and a closed
colonnade inset with glass bricks on the street-level floor. The
second structure, also downtown (Hahagana Square), is a large six-
story apartment building with a commercial floor. It is characterized
by its flowing lines and ribbon windows. It was considered innovative
at the time and contained Haifa’s first elevator.s

The collaboration between the Jewish architect Haim Hari
and the Arab businessman Aziz Khayat produced between 1934
and 1937 a number of wondrous first-rate structures in downtown
Haifa situated in the business center between Jaffa St. and Kings Way.
In 1938 Hari designed a striking residence for the Khayat family at
I3 Saint Luke’s St., at the upper border of the German Colony.
This grand design, with its beautifully detailed fagade, was inspired
by the American Colonial building style Khayat had admired on his
business trips in the United States. Even as it was being built, the villa
was converted for the needs of the British Customs Authority.

In 1933 Aziz Khayat commissioned the architect Edmond
Rosenhak to design a monumental office building. Located at 4
Hageffen St., it accommodated the Iragi Petrol Company’s (IPC)
local headquarters. In 1936, Rosenhak worked with Dr. Jad Khouri

to plan a more modest modern family home, complete with arches,
at 23 Tchernikhovsky St.

The renowned architect Theodor Menkes, who in 1940
designed the famous International Style icon known as the Glass
House (21 Bar Giora St.), was commissioned in 1938 by Mrs. Salma
Habibi to plan a lavish mansion up on French Carmel (now 8 Ze’ev
St.). Menkes’ design offered a surprising solution for the main
entrance to the building: an impressive colonnade lending formal
regality to the entire structure, which is simply two blocks set
around an inner stairwell. The building’s fagade and exterior are in

stone finished in tubze and taltish.

Epilogue

Choosing to commission modernist Jewish architects working
according to International Style concepts reveals a notable cultural
openness on the part of Haifa’s Arab entrepreneurs in the 1930s
and 1940s. Moshe Gerstel, for example, was commissioned for
significant municipal projects, such as the Talpiot Market and the
Haifa Industry Building, after gaining experience and refining his
practice in projects designed for Arab investors. Theodor Menkes
designed his famous Glass House after he had built Mrs. Salma

Habibi’s grand mansion.

Architect Haim Hari — Born in Galicia in 1888,
he arrived in Palestine in 1906 and trained with
Joseph Barsky, initially in Tel Aviv and then in Haifa,
working on the Technion project. He then studied
technical drawing at the Bezalel Academy. With the
outbreak of World War |, being a Prussian citizen
he was drafted and sent to serve under the engineer
Maizner on the Suez Railway project. Though never
gaining formal education in architecture, the British
authorities granted him an architect’s diploma by
virtue of his vast experience and his close practical
connections with the Arab community's elite—
Christians, Muslims and Druze.

Aziz Khayat (1875-1943) — An Arab Catholic,
Khayat was one of Haifa’s wealthiest men. He began
his career working for the antiques dealer Michael
Farah in Tyre, Lebanon. With his accumulated capital

6l

he began purchasing buildings and land in Haifa and
shared his time between New York (where he
owned an antiques gallery on Fifth Avenue), Haifa
and Beirut. He settled in Haifa in 1933 setting up a
bus service running between central Haifa and Khayat
Beach, on the city’s southern rim. The Khayat family
did not leave the city thus retaining their assets.
Their buildings are spread throughout the city and
they own enormous residential properties, mostly
on French Carmel.

Architect Edmond Rosenhak — Studied at the
acclaimed Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Beaux-
Arts in Paris. Designed, together with the renowned
British architect Clifford Holliday, the Haifa-A power
station and the adjacent Israel Electric Company
office building for founder Pinhas Rutenberg. Also
designed the Reading-A power station in Tel Aviv.

The 1948 Israel War of Independence, termed by the Arabs
the Nakba (catastrophe), brought Arab building, which had been

progressing uninterruptedly since the mid-19th century, to an

Dr. Jad Khouri — An Arab Christian physician from
Shfar’am who settled in prospering Haifa in the early
1930s. He opened a clinic which was successful
in the city, while still maintaining his practice in
Shfar’am serving his townspeople. Left Haifa in 1948
and never returned.

Architect Theodor Menkes — A pioneer of
Israeli Modernism, who was born in Austria in 1906
and studied at the Technical Academy in Vienna
(1926-1930), arrived in Palestine in 1933. Settling

in Haifa, he planned private and public projects. His
private homes around the city, designed for Arab
and Jewish clients alike, feature material virtuosity
and abundant utilization of steel and glass. Besides
private homes Menkes was interested in social
building (he proposed a plan for a workers' quarter
in Hadar Hacarmel). The buildings he left are few but
marvelous, among them the famous Glass House on
Bar Giora St.
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Architect Tenenbaum, apartment
building (Subhi Lammam House)
on 10 Ze’ev (El-Bashir) St., 1938:
blueprints (from right to left) —
section A-A, roof slopes,

section B-B, second floor plan,
first floor plan

SECTION AA 1100

T

15 0|

1t

o5z

s

35 Ll o it & sleall gl
£ ol b (pll o B ) T
e TV ATA N+ (anall) B35

— (ol S cmll 50) (e
pbill ! 1l AA ol
Llais . 3G 3ol i (B-B

i Js¥1 sl

17T 771,070 Y9MIR

ANT 2172 (OXNY 1120 N73)
T"™Mm) VWN 1938 ,10 (MWA"HK)
AT WD A-A NN - (ORnwY
;MW TP N3N B-B nn
MWK 1P NN

62

~ /932

1910



7

For further details see
Waleed Karkabi and Adi
Roitenberg, “Arab—Jewish
Architectural Partnership Badran, the architect Joseph Barsky and the engineer Aaron
in Haifa during the Mandate
Period”, in Mahmoud
Yazbak and Yfaat Weiss
(eds.), Haifa Before and
After 1948: Narratives of

a Mixed City (The Hague: an impressive roof pergola. This building is a rare example in its
Institute for Historical
Justice and Reconciliation,
2011). finish commonly used in urban Arab buildings.

in 1956, a villa for one of the family sons on the Ibtin farm.”

Another notable collaboration was between the investor Dib

Janovich. In 1934-35 they designed a modern apartment building
for Badran at 5 Hanezirot St. in Wadi Nisnas. The design included

a stairwell featuring a Belgian profile barometer window, and

application of cratch-putch plaster instead of the traditional stone

The cooperation between the architect Dov Morgenstern, the
engineer Joseph Givoni and the entrepreneur Nasrallah Hadad
resulted in a modern six-story building erected in downtown
Haifa in 1936. Located on the southern side of Kings Way (now
86 Haatzmaut St.), the building contained rental apartments, offices
and a commercial floor on street level.

In 1935-36 architect Benjamin Orell, and engineer Yehezkel
Zohar planned two buildings for the Lebanese businessman Salim
Bey Salam and his son Saeb Salim Salam. The structure at 28

Architect Joseph Barsky (1876-1943) — Born in
Odessa, studied architecture at the Odessa Academy
of Architecture and the Imperial Academy in Saint
Petersburg and arrived in Palestine in 1907. Along
with Alexander Baerwald, Barsky is considered a
pioneer of the Eretz-Yisrael Style, planning, among
others, the Herzliya Gymnasium in Tel Aviv. Arriving
in Haifa in 1911 to work as project manager for
Baerwald’s Technion building, he soon set up his
own practice with engineer Aaron Janovich. Their
projects included a number of homes for local Arab
businessmen. Towards the latter years of his career
Barsky adopted design concepts associated with the
International Style.

Architect Benjamin Orell — Born in 1889 as
Benjamin Feibelson, son of the Rabbi of Palanga
in Lithuania. Sent by his parents in 1907 to study
at a yeshiva in Palestine, he opted for the Bezalel
Academy in Jerusalem instead, where he studied art
and sculpture, and later taught. Traveling to Europe
in 1914, he worked as draftsman for architects in
Paris and Berlin. Upon his return to Palestine he set
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up a practice with civil engineer Yehezkel Zohar,
a graduate of the Stuttgart Technical Institute.
Between 1926 and 1942 the two planned numerous
buildings throughout Mandatory Palestine, mostly
in Haifa. Among their projects is the power plant
in Naharayim, commissioned by Pinhas Rutenberg,
founder of the Israel Electric Company.

Salim Bey Salam (1868-1938) — A Sunni Muslim,
politician and prominent businessman, who was
mayor of Beirut and member of the Ottoman
Parliament (as Beirut’s delegate he was awarded the
Ottoman title Bey). His son, Saeb Salim Salam
(1905-2000), served as Lebanon’s Prime Minister six
times before 1973, prior to the outbreak of the civil
war. The family’s opposition to the French Mandate
in Lebanon and the British Mandate in Palestine
did not prevent them from investing in Haifa in the
1930s, recognizing the city’s economic potential.
Their decision to work with Jewish architecture firm
Orell and Zohar was unconventional, reflecting an
uncommon degree of broad-mindedness.
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Sir,

Subject: Cement for repairs.
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Jemil I. Habiby.
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to Haifa’s city engineer, 1943,
requesting the supply of cement
for roof repairs on the
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GARAGE

Architect Moshe Gerstel,
Jamil Habibi House on 27
Tchernichovsky (Stella Maris)
St., 1936: above — south-west
elevation; below — south-east

elevation (estate of Moshe Gerstel)
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Prof. Leopold Gerstel in
conversation with the
authors.

manifestin Gerstel’s career (many of his current projects were halted
or stalled, including Suliman Katran’s German Colony house).
Gerstel’s son Leopold, an architect himself, says his father “had no
work during those years. He participated in a planning competition
for the Star movie theatre initiated by a group of Arab investors
but did not win.” Taher Karaman came to Gerstel’s aid, offering to
build a two-room extension on the roof of his Syrkin St. house for
the architect and his two young sons. “We lived on Karaman’s roof
for three of four years,” recalls Leopold.® The Gerstel archive keeps
the office’s original stationary embossed with Karaman House as its
current address. Also in the estate is a portrait of Taher Karaman
drawn by Gerstel in colored pencils.

Professional contacts led to close personal ties, and Gerstel was
welcomed into the Karaman household as friend and architect alike.
Among the many projects he designed for Karaman in Haifa is a
seven-building complex on family-owned land in Naveh Sha’anan (this
project was cancelled), and a rental apartment building (complete
with shops and a milk distribution station) in the German Colony.
Beyond Haifa Gerstel completed the extension of Karaman’s farm
near the Ibtin village in the Zevulun Valley. There family members
lived in low-roofed villas surrounded by flower gardens and fruit
trees. The farm supplied produce locally as well as in Haifa. It also
housed a small tobacco factory (a branch of the large Karaman, Dik
& Salti factory in Haifa), an oil press for olive oil and soap, and a
flour mill (situated near the farmhands’ rooms). The plan of another
building, although failing to materialize, stands out for its social
innovation: a community center for the farmhands, complete with
laundry facilities and a common dining hall.

The extraordinary encounter between Karaman and Gerstel
cemented friendship and mutual admiration that survived the crisis
of the 1948 war. Gerstel remained close to the Karaman family

after Taher’s death in 1952, designing his last project for the family

Suliman Katran - An Arab Greek-Orthodox of Haifa’s first Arab Orthodox high school, founded
businessman who began his business enterprises  in 1952. As then, it is still regarded as the best Arab

at a young age. Remained in Haifa after 1948, and high school in the country. He died in Haifa.

retained his assets. Katran was one of the initiators
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villa (no. 29) began in 1938, though disputes with his client over
meeting deadlines brought this collaboration to an end. Disciplined
and uncompromising, Gerstel refused to consider the villa as one
of his own designs. It was completed by Giovanni Borra, an Italian
architect who was in Palestine planning a project for the Carmelite
Order downtown.

Gerstel’'s Carmel villas are simple cubic structures, free of
decorative elements, featuring straight-lined practical openings and
curved balconies. They are built in modern materials with Belgian
profiles in stairwell windows, but their fagades are usually done using
traditional stonework commonly found in Arab buildings, like tubza
(a coarse rough finish), msamsam (delicate chiseling), and matabe (a
gentle spotted pattern).

Other collaborative projects Gerstel planned for well-to-do
Arabs are located in the Abbas neighborhood on the lower reaches
of Mount Carmel, between Mount Road (now Sderot Hatzionut),
and the lower part of Vine St. (now Hageffen). This neighborhood’s
expansion gained momentum in the late 1930s and early 1940s, fast
becoming the preferred residential area of prominent Christian
Arabs.®

Two Gerstel apartment buildings were located on Abbas St. At
its top was that of Ibrahim Sahyoun (no. 47), and farther down
that of Subhi Lammam (no. 29). Both buildings display a juxtaposition
of International Style features, and fagades finished in traditional
stonework, a combination that became Gerstel’s signifying stylistic
trait.

Gerstel’s encounter with the entrepreneur Taher Karaman
materialized on the seam at the eastern fringes of Hadar Hacarmel.
In the early 1920s Karaman had purchased an enormous lot, on
which he built a home for his family (27 Syrkin St.). In 1937 he
contracted Gerstel to plan a new public residential project adjacent
to the family home. The shape of the plot, ending at the corner of
Hashemesh St., supported the construction of a continuous building
designed as an open-sided rectangle around a courtyard. The
structure contained three entrances and three separate stairwells,
each leading to three residential stories situated above a ground

commercial floor. The stairwells were spacious with light coming

in through glazed vertical windows. Several of the apartments were

planned with separate entrances through hallways divided by arches.
Upon construction the building housed thirty separate living units,
an unusually large number at the time. All three stairwells led up to
a flat, wide paved roof bordered with a rail, and a concrete shading
pergola. The entire fagade is simple in design, devoid of decorative
features, yet combining stonework in various styles (mostly taltish
and mutva), and small curved balconies around the building’s edges.

In 1935 Gershtel designed another apartment building for
Karaman and his Syrian business partner Shafik Sarakbi at 34
Syrkin St. The building’s composition integrates two wings shaped
as indented cubes, one with a gentle stone finish (taltish), and the
other with a coarse stone finish (tubza). In 1940 Gershtel planned
the Talpiot Market nearby and designed a four-story building
downtown at the junction of Iraq and Nazareth streets (now 66
Hativat Golani St.). This curved corner building has a concrete roof
pergola enhancing its angled position, and delicate matabe stone

exteriors. A private home for the Katran family was built on the

outskirts of the German Colony (29 Lohamey Hageta’ot St.).

The acute shortages felt in Palestine during World War Il placed

the local building industry in a grave crisis, the signs of which are

Ibrahim Sahyoun - A wealthy businessman
and leading figure of Haifa’s Arab Greek-Catholic
community. Sahyoun was an affluent land and
property owner, noted for his public initiatives. A
long-standing member of Haifa’s City Council, he
served for a period as Deputy Mayor under the
Hassan Shukri administration. His home stood on a
main road in Wadi Nisnas which is now named after
him. In 1948 Sahyoun moved to Alexandria with his
family, leaving Haifa forever.

Haj Taher Karaman — Born in Nablus in 1890,
scion of a Muslim family that moved to Haifa in
1899 following his father’s death. Established close
business ties with affluent merchants in Egypt and
Syria. Considered a spearhead figure of Palestinian
industry in Haifa, his trade enterprises include
supplying the British army. Karaman’s business
interests were wide and varied: a halva factory

(using raw materials from Nablus); the Karaman,
Dik & Salti cigarette factory (the largest in the area,
its impressive building still stands at the eastern
entrance to Haifa on the route to Nazareth); a lime
furnace and a quarry in Nahala (Geula St.) jointly
owned with the Even Sid Company; a farm in Ibtin
(in Zevulun Valley, near Kfar Hassidim), and more.
Karaman was active in organizations representing
the Palestinian population before British authorities,
and a member of Haifa’s industrial bureau founded
in 1920. In 1921 he was appointed as one of two
deputies of Shabtai Levi, Haifa’s first Jewish mayor,
and served in this post until January 1949. Karaman’s
businesses suffered with the establishment of Israel,
causing him to relinquish most of his assets in Haifa.
His buildings’ locations on the city’s seam left them
in a vulnerable position. He died in 1952.
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From Local Romantics to International Practice

Early in the 1920s a mixed residential area began forming on the
fringes of Hadar Hacarmel, housing both Arabs and Jews. Wealthy
members of the Arab community chose to build their homes
primarily along Hassan Shukri, Hanevi’im, Ibn-Sina, Yavne, Herzliya,
Tiberias and Hillel streets, and in the vicinity of Abbas St. and the
German Colony (where Templers, Arabs, Jews, and Britons lived
in close proximity). In the 1930s, with the expansion of the city,
its marked population growth, and its developmental momentum,
the ground was prepared for architectural collaborations between
Arab entrepreneurs and Jewish architects—former students of
the International Style in Europe. The Modernist architects
worked vigorously planning private villas and rental apartment
buildings for wealthy Arab families—on the outskirts of Hadar
Hacarmel, the Abbas neighborhood, French Carmel and Ramat
Hatishbi.

The Nazi rise to power in Germany in 1933 exacerbated this
tendency: many Jewish émigrés arrived in Mandatory Palestine from
Germany and surrounding countries. Among them were renowned
and experienced architects. In Haifa—as in Tel Aviv—these
architects found excellent conditions for implementing the principles
of the International Style. Around the city’s new neighborhoods,
buildings emerged designed solely on modernist planning schemes,
according to the masterplan prepared by Scottish town planner
Patrick Geddes (blueprints for Hadar Hacarmel, Central Carmel
and Ahuza in 1919-20; for the Red Carmel area, later Ahuza, in
1922-23) and then elaborated by the architect Richard Kaufmann.
The International Style showing up in the Jewish neighborhoods
seeped into the older ones—Arab and mixed. It is notable for its
integration of novel modernist elements with local urban Arab
features—such as vertical windows in main stairwells, protruding
front balconies without traditional stone supports, various styles of
stonework, concrete roof pergolas, and more. Many instances of
this fused building style are found in the Abbas neighborhood on the
Carmel hillside, and the vicinity of Ma’alot Havevi'im (Touma and

Majdalani houses on Yavne St., Hassan Dik’s homes on |bn-Sina and

Hassan Shukri streets), as well as in Wadi Jemal (Ein Hayam) on the

seafront.

Ties between European-Jewish architects and Arab
entrepreneurs began forming in the mid-1930s. Among the most
fruitful of these encounters was that between architect Moshe
Gerstel and the prestigious Palestinian families Asfur, Habibi,
Sahyoun, Lamman, Karaman, and Katran. After making Haifa hishome
in 1933, Gerstel developed a clientele consisting mostly of the city’s
wealthy Arabs. Between 1934 and 1937 he designed three adjacent
villas for Protestants arriving from nearby Shafr’am: on Stella Maris
Way (now Tchernichovsky St.), the main road of French Carmel.
The villa that Gerstel planned in 1935 for Hanna (John) Asfur
on 25 Tchernichovsky St. still appears striking and distinct, with its
successful synthesis of Eastern and Western building styles. The
high corner arches of the structure and the stone surfaces covering
its fagade and external walls lend the villa an Eastern appeal. This
is moderated by the incorporation of modern Western details: a
divided vertical stairwell window, curved balconies protruding from
the facade, and the crisscross metal railing along the roof. Adjacent
to the Asfur villa (no. 27) is Protestant judge Jamil Habibi’s family
home, built by Gerstel in 1936. Work on Mrs. Agnes Khouri’s

Architect Moshe Gerstel (1886-1964) — Born
in Galicia, studied in Vienna and fled to Palestine in
1933, with the rise of the Nazi regime, leaving behind
a prospering practice in Bucharest. Establishing
himself in Haifa, he came to be considered among
the important modern architects whose work
influenced Palestine’s urban landscape in the 1930s
and 1940s. Gerstel designed acclaimed public
buildings and private homes. He is renowned for the
Talpiot Market, the Industrialist Building (Herzl St.)
and the old Carmel Hospital (Mapu St.). His designs
incorporate local traditional stonework within the
framework of the International Style. Gerstel’s
career stalled in wake of Israel’s Declaration of
Independence and the desertion of his Arab clients.
Hanna (John) Asfur — A distinguished Haifa
lawyer, whose career is marked by his special
relationship with the British establishment. Born in

1902 to Yusuf Asfur, Mukhtar of the Arab Protestant
community in Shfar’am, he attended the American
School in Beirut. Asfur worked for the British Army’s
restitution bureau, and in 1920 was appointed as
head of accounting for the British Railway Authority.
After completing law school in 1925, he started a
prosperous law practice. Beginning in 1928 he served
as counselor for the Union of Palestinian Workers,
was head of the Carmel bus company and owned the
Star movie theater in Haifa. Asfur left the city in 1948
never to return. He died in London.

Jamil Habibi — born to an Arab Protestant family
originally from Shfar’am, was an esteemed and
popular judge during the British Mandate. Staying
with relatives in Egypt in 1948, his request to return
to Haifa a year later was rejected by the authorities,
and subsequently the family’s properties were
sequestered.
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the ancient city walls, the population began spreading towards

the lower slopes of the mountain creating a continuous web of
residential neighborhoods, differentiated largely according to the
origin of their inhabitants. The Muslim neighborhoods extended in
the east towards the route to Nazareth. The area covered Halisa
(Ard al-Balan), Wadi Salib on the fringes of what is now Hadar
Hacarmel, Ard el-Ramal (Shemen Beach) and the environs of Wadi
Rushmiya. In the west, Christians built residential neighborhoods in
Wadi Nisnas, Zaytoon (west Allenby St.), along Jaffa Road, in Wadi
Jamal (Ein Hayam), on Abbas and Hageffen streets and along the
railway line.

The traditional structure of the Central Hall House (Liwan),
a common house type in the Middle East (in Syria, Lebanon and
Palestine), became a popular model for the homes of Haifa’s
middle classes. Remnants of these buildings are still found in Wadi
Salib and the OId City (which was destroyed), such as the Jarar
Family’s grand colonnade or Riwak House (known as the Arc
House), the home of Mustafa al-Khalil (al-Pasha House), and the
remains of Ibrahim al-Khalil’'s home on the summit of Stanton St.
(now 44 Shivat Zion St.). Later examples of Liwan homes in the
city, erected in the latter period of the Ottoman rule and start of
the British Mandate can be found on the fringes of Hadar Hacarmel,
including Touma House on Ma’alot Hanevi'im? and Majdalani House
on Yavne St.?

Typically, Liwan houses were structured as rectangular prisms
covered with a slanted tiled roof. They contained a ground
commercial and/or storage floor under the top floor living rooms.
The main living area is characterized by a central hall reaching all
the way through, which functions as a sitting room and reception
area. The building’s fagade is symmetrical, its center accentuated
with a Trifora: three arches, a door, and windows—often glazed
with multi-colored glass or decorated with an intricate Mashrabiya
(wooden window panels of decorative latticework). The Trifora’s
main opening was a door leading to a balcony set on a protruding
marble plank resting on stylized stone supports. Private living rooms
were situated around the central space.*

Technological innovations in building methods (including the

introduction of reinforced concrete and metal supports), along
with lifestyle changes among urban Arab families, altered the Liwan
house typology. The most fundamental design adaptations are felt
in the period of transition between Ottoman and British rule: the
late 1920s and early 1930s. With the rise of Arab middle classes, the
Central Hall House, containing several apartments, emerged as a
popular model for multi-family townhouses.

Most of these townhouses had two to four stories, with
apartments planned around a central stairwell with one apartment
on either side. When sewage and draining systems were installed,
bathroom units, formerly outside in the yard, moved inside the
apartment, and ventilating windows were added to the facade.
The apartments were spacious, with four to six large rooms, in a
floor area of approximately 150-200 square meters each. Modern
building techniques and materials led to the eventual banishment of
arches and vaults in favor of flat cast ceilings and roofs that served
as areas for laundry and other services, but mostly providing a place
to enjoy the view and the breeze.

Traditional Arab architecture developed spontaneously
from the Liwan model—as “architecture without architects,”
gaining from the experience and talents of professionals: builders,
stonemasons, carpenters, welders, and others. These practical
collaborations produced distinctive buildings, rich in detail and
impressive architecture. Around that time Arab architects, who had
absorbed the essence of modern international architecture when
studying abroad, entered the field and expressed these influences in
the structures they built in Haifa. Among them were Ahmed Fares
(who had studied in Canada) and Emil Bustani (who had studied in

Boston).
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At the start of the British administration of Palestine in 1918, the

resident population of Haifa was 24,000 of whom 3,500 were Jews.
One of the crucial historical decisions shaping the city’s fate was
its designation as the British Mandate’s local administration center,
reasoning that the city would strengthen the ties of the Empire’s
heart to its far-flung terrains in the Middle East and the Far East.
Thirty years of Mandatory government in Haifa mark the city’s
developmental Golden Age.

The modern Haifa port (established in 1933) created the city’s
maritime connection to the British metropolis. Once the Jezereel
Valley railway became linked to the network running along the
Mediterranean coast and towards Damascus, the city was opened
up to the east as well. Trains leaving the Haifa East station could
travel to three continents: Africa (Cairo), Asia (Damascus) and
Europe (Istanbul). Also at that time the oil refineries were built,
and a pipeline carrying gas from northern Iraq was laid. Soon
Haifa became a major local industrial center, a regional city and
independent district.

In 1921, the British initiated the city’s first areal masterplan
which served as the blueprint for urban development and shaped
planning processes throughout the city. In 1934 a new plan was
issued, reflecting Haifa’s rising status, and it is still currently in use.'

In light of the rapid urban development in Mandatory Haifa, the
city’s multinational inhabitants formed fascinating architectural-
entrepreneurial collaborations between Arab entrepreneurs and
Jewish architects. The actual signs of these collaborations are
still ingrained all over Haifa, along its topographical contours, on
the “seam” between the uptown and downtown neighborhoods
bordering the lower city, at the foot of Hadar Hacarmel, rising
towards the Abbas neighborhood, and on the watershed in French
Carmel and Ramat Hatishbi. This encounter, with all its vitality, led
to the creation of a unique type of urban architecture in Haifa. It was
planned and designed by immigrant architects from Europe for local
Palestinian entrepreneurs and Syrian and Lebanese businessmen; it
was an architecture joining East to West, utilizing local materials, and
combining traditional elements with modern details: an architecture

from “here” and “there.”

The Jewish architects, European émigrés (from Germany,
Austria, and Romania) came from “there,” bearing the concepts
of the International Style. Originating in the mid-20th century
(especially in Germany), this style stemmed from a functional ethic
integrated in a minimalistic architectural language, “simple” and
“humble.” It shunned decorativeness, and employed novel materials
such as concrete, steel, and glass. Here, in Palestine, these architects
encountered Arab capitalists from the city’s elite—officials, lawyers,
industrialist, and landowners, who wanted to build large private
family residencies and invest in rental apartment buildings, in current
styles but with architectural innovation.

This article focuses on the unique architectural culture evolving
in Haifa during the British Mandate. It examines the professional and
personal relations that formed between the Arab entrepreneurs
and Jewish architects, which surpassed typical customer-client and
architect-contractor alliances. The study is based on the original
planning programs of the buildings discussed, and related documents
(unrealized projects and alternative designs) found in the historical
archives of the city’s municipal planning administration. Revealing
this historical-architectural material contributes to a redefinition of
“architectural culture” as an accumulation of physical expressions of
the varied national, cultural, and religious associations and ties in the
city. At the same time, it sets forth the architectural tendencies and
trends of the 1930s and 1940s, and a new “Modern Arab” building
style.

The Development of Arab Building in Haifa

The shift in Haifa’s “architectural culture” began in the mid-19th
century with the gradual move of the Arab population outside the
confines of the ancient city. Until then, the nucleus of the city was
on the narrow strip of land between the sea and the foot of Mount
Carmel. It housed two main quarters: the Muslim quarter to the
east, complete with mosques and educational institutions serving a
Muslim population; and an Arab Christian quarter (Harat al-Kanais)

to the west, dotted with churches and schools. After moving beyond
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reached the place where uptown Haifa meets downtown Haifa,

at the junction of Hagiborim street (those heroes chased away
the residents of Wadi Rushmiya and Wadi Salib) and Yisrael
Bar-Yehuda (formerly Nazareth) streets, all the way up to Paz
(formerly ‘Shell’) Bridge. And beyond, downtown, traffic was at a
standstill as well. The policemen came out of their station near the
Dubek warehouses (formerly Karaman, Dik & Salti), and walked
towards Bar-Yehuda street to look at the spectacular gridlock.

And they didn’t hand out tickets, so as not to add insult to injury.

Arab-Jewish Architectural Collaboration

in Haifa during the British Mandate

Waleed Karkabi and Adi Roitenberg

Prologue

In 1761, while rebelling againt the Ottoman ruler and the founding
of a prospering principality in the Galilee, the Bedouin leader Daher
el-Omar demolished ancient Haifa (al-atika) and replaced it with a
new town (al-jadida). He positioned it on the waterfront below the
northern slopes of Mount Carmel, on the sliver of coast between the
mountain and the sea. The advantage of this location was its strategic
position on the caravan route to his capital Acre to the north. Burj
al-Salam, the Fortress of Peace, was built on the mountainside east
of what today is Memorial Garden (Gan Hazikaron), to protect the
caravans passing through the town.

The town’s trade and tourism increased substantially in the
latter period of Ottoman rule, when European minorities and
Christian communities settled in the city, enhancing and enriching
its cosmopolitan character as a major seaport city. Roadway
improvements and expansions undertaken by German Templers,
and the completion of the Hijaz railway in 1905, transformed
Haifa into one of the Empire’s main transport junctions, en route
to Damascus and the Arabian Peninsula. These projects attracted
workers to the city raising its areal prominence.

An urban expanse developed around the “new city,” reaching
from Wadi Rushmiya and Ard al-Yahud in the southeast and as far
as Bat-Galim in the northwest. Residential homes began appearing
on the mountain range, ascending the southern slopes to form
the Hadar Hacarmel neighborhood, where the original Technion
building is still situated today, and also the Sisters of Nazareth
convent on Abbas St. By 1911 the Carmel ridge was a residential
area (around present-day Yefe-Nof St.), with homes and leisure

facilities for wealthy German settlers.
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Foreword

It gives us great pleasure to host the exhibition
Haifa Encounters at the Munio Gitai Weinraub
Museum of Architecture.

When founding the museum we determined
to present thematic exhibitions embodying a
certain aspect of recollection.

Recalling the past has more than sentimental
value: it charts various possibilities, models and
relations that existed in the past, and contains
a view to a conceivable future. Such was the
museum’s  inaugural  exhibition  dedicated
to the work of my late father, Munio Gitai
Weinraub. Encompassing an intergenerational
and interdisciplinary dialogue, it also presented
an opportunity to contemplate the architecture
of my father and his peers, which expressed
a dimension of humility leading to a simple
aesthetic, remote from the age of ostentatious
constructions.

In the current exhibition Waleed Karkabi
and Adi Roitenberg display the results of years
of research, in the course of which they traced
the unique relations that formed between Jewish
architects and Palestinian entrepreneurs. These
relations reveal a fertile cultural dialogue that
attained its apogee in the latter period of the
British Mandate in Haifa, in the 1930s and 1940s.
This dialogue was realized in several spectacular
architectural projects.

Here too, recalling the past draws fine lines
suggesting future dialogue arising from mutual
respect and neighborly concord.

| wish to thank the exhibition curators
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Waleed Karkabi and Adi Roitenberg; Sharon
Ayalon, curator of the Museum; Zvi Shkolnik,
Shimon Alon and Michael Tapuach for their
invaluable help; and my friends abroad Pierre
Frey, Laurent Truchot, and Richard Ingersoll for
their valued advice. My gratitude goes to Michael
Gordon, for being always willing to assist in the
general concept, as well as for the book design;
to Daphna Raz for the text editing; to Sharbel
Abboud for the Arabic translation; and to Sivan
Raveh for the English translation: together
we created a trilingual dialogue. My heartfelt
thanks go to the relatives and descendants of
the architects and entrepreneurs who aided
the exhibition curators. Special appreciation
is due to the Haifa Municipality Engineering
Administration and its manager, who loaned us

fascinating documents. My blessings go out to all.

Amos Gitai

Architect, film builder
Chair of the Board, Munio Gitai Weinraub

Architecture Museum

The curators wish to thank Moshe Gerstel for
providing photographs and blueprints from the
estate of his grandfather architect Moshe Gerstel;
Mrs. Souad Karaman for sharing her memories;
Aluf Or-Ell, for the remembrance of his father,
architect Benjamin Orell; Keren Guttman for her
research assistance; and the staff at the Central
Archive of the Haifa Municipality Engineering

Administration.

English translation from
the Hebrew version of
Emil Habibi, Ikhtia,
translated from Arabic by
Anton Shammas (Tel Aviv:

Am Oved, 1998), pp. 38-44.

Emil Habibi

Excerpt from lkhtia

| crossed Rushmiya Bridge, and reached Hehalutz street, this being
the road paved by the earliest Jewish pioneers in Haifa, in one of
the first Jewish neighborhoods on Mount Carmel. Most of the
houses and shops there remain as they were in the “Arab days,”
that is, in the time of the British Mandate, except for one petrol
station and a lot of shops that opened on either side, and a kiosk,
which has since disappeared. This was the kiosk of my young
Jewish friend—and we were all young then, in the Arab days,

who used to stand by the door of his kiosk looking at the women
passing by, sighing, “Oh boy, oh boy, who will marry them all?”
The street was called Hehalutz, Tali’i in Arabic. So for historical
reasons we may not translate it into Arabic, unlike our Jewish
brothers who translated and even changed many old Arabic street
names in the city. Here we have Al-Nasera street, which became
Yisrael Bar-Yehuda street; and King Faisal Square, standing in
front of the Hijaz train station, became Hativat Golani street. But
in the Arabic script the name, like most names on street signs
across the country, was misspelled, resulting in Khatibat Julani,
meaning “Julani’s fiancées.” And |—this was before | got to know
the requisite army jargon, assumed that this Julani was a Hebrew
Don Juan whose many lovers, for the sake of decency, are termed
“flancées...”

And if our Arabic names have been retained and not replaced,
this isn’t out of any brotherly love. Sahyoun street, for example,
which runs down the steep slope from Khuri street to Allenby
street, is named for the Sahyouns, an old Arab family of the city.
They didn’t change the name—not out of respect for Shakespeare
and the question posed in Romeo and Juliet, “What’s in a name?”
but because the name really is important. So at least one eye
remains gazing out to Sahyoun...

The line of cars trailing behind before latching onto the traffic

jam went all the way to Rushmiya Bridge, and soon enough it
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